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OBJECTIVES 
1. To make you realise that when someone is poor on earth for the right reasons, 

they will actually become rich afterwards; and   

2. Pursuing and becoming rich on earth for the wrong reasons will actually negatively 

impact you afterwards and possibly make you “poor” afterwards. 

 

Part of the FREE series aimed at positively impacting children and the future    
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1. INTRODUCTION: 
Where do you want to be rich?   

Confused?  Read on… 

 

2. A STORY: 
A STORY OF TWO BROTHERS EACH ON A DIFFERENT (excuse the Pun) MISSION: 

 
There was once two brothers (let us call them “A” and “B”).  Both were religious, but “A” was 
ambitious and loved the finer things in life, while the other (“B”) was more concerned about the fate 
of others and did not care about material things.   
“A” went into the Corporate world to climb that “corporate ladder” as fast as possible, while “B”’s 
mission was to become a Missionary.  The money came rolling in for “A”, but “B” often did not know 
how he would be able to buy his next meal.  “A” was constant under pressure, stress and deadlines, 
while “B” was to a lesser extent, mostly stressed about putting food on the table and how to finance 
his next mission (sometimes brother “A” deposited money into “B”’s bank account, because he did 
not have time to get involved).  “B” enjoyed his religion fully, as he knew he was living his Purpose, 
but “A” often had to pray for guidance, as he had permanent conflict between serving two gods 
simultaneously (trying to love God, but he also “loved” the money god).  “A” knew how God felt 
about serving two gods and that God made it clear how difficult it was for a rich man to enter into the 
Kingdom of Heaven, but he was so high up and successful, there was no turning back.   
 
Each time “A” got a promotion or bought a new car, he could not wait to go visit his “poor” brother 
and other family members with a hidden agenda to show off what he had achieved in life (they say 
people who do this actually have a low self-esteem and need confirmation…).  The “show-offs” by “A” 
placed “B” under lots of pressure, as the whole family looked up to “A” and some felt that “B” was on 
the wrong path.  What “A” did was actually unfair, almost unethical towards “B” and his mission, as it 
made “B” often wonder if he was doing the right thing.  His brother seemed to be so successful and 
was achieving so much in life, while “B” often battled to be successful in his missions, for many heard 
the Word and message, but chose not to convert.  So “B” started wondering whether it would not 
perhaps be better to leave the missionary “job” and pursue a corporate career?  “Just look at what 
“A” was achieving and collecting for himself”?, wondered “B”.    
“A”’s love for success, money and prestige as well as his show-offs almost caused “B” to give up on his 
mission, but Luckily “B”’s sense of Purpose was stronger and he persisted in his “mission”. 
 
What was the difference between the two brothers?  Let’s see: 

 Both “A” and “B” was handed out Talents at birth and both utilized their talents, so no 
difference here;  

 Both had Passions they wanted to pursue and both followed their Passion, so no difference 
here; but  

 Although both loved, “A” tried to split his love between two gods;  
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 Both had a Purpose in life and “B” seems to have found his real Purpose, but “A” may not yet 
have discovered his real Purpose…   

 
You see, “B” constantly felt he was following his purpose, but “A” always wondered if he found his 
purpose?  “A” ‘s conscience was however regularly “pacified” to some extent when his next raise or 
bonus cheque arrived and he could buy more “stuff” to raise his “happiness level”, but soon the 
leather smell in his new car faded and he was on the hunt for the next material item to satisfy his 
permanent unexplainable “itch”.  
 
“B” was Poor, but was still actually in a “better” position even though he often did not feel so.   
“A” was Rich, but in a bad space, as the Rat Race was a never ending stressful race.  Worst still, he 
liked to show off and mix with the right crowed, so the pressure to remain Rich was high.  
 
I wrote an Article called “What are you doing on your Grain of Sand” (worth reading) and in that 
article I use the example of life on earth (say 100 years) representing 1 grain of sand, while life 
afterwards (Heaven or Hell, it all depends on YOU) is like all the other grains of sand on earth, each 
representing 100 years (and when you have lived on each of those sand grain afterwards, it would 
start all over again, because eternity has no ending).  Now “A” was living full out on his ONE little Sand 
grain trying to make as much money as possible not really thinking of all the other sand gains of “life” 
awaiting after death, while “B” was living on his sand grain in full preparation for all the other sand 
grains of “life” awaiting him. 
 
In short, on earth “A” was a “Rich” Man (Rich in inverted commas, because it was only in terms of 
money and dead possessions) and “B” was a Poor man (yet actually rich in saving souls).  When both 
died, the angels and the Trinity acknowledged the difference “B” had made and the many saved Souls   
he was responsible for.  So in Heaven the tables turned and “B” was the “Rich man” forever.   
 
“A” had all things going for him in the Short term.  “B” had a difficult life in the Short term, but all the 
good things going for him in the Long run.   
 
I have the saying: “Short term Gain, Long Term Chaos” and “Short Term Chaos, Long Term Gain”.  
 
Oooh by the way, I forgot to mention what happened on earth when they died: 

 When “A” died, his son drove the family to church in “A”’s luxury SUV and he was hoping he 
would get the car (his Sister was thinking the same thing…); 

 As the son drove the car for the first time, he thought to himself: “this is what life is all about, I 
need to follow in my dad’s footsteps and become a millionaire as soon as possible”… and his 
sister had the same thoughts; 

 His son parked right in front of church and when he climbed out in his dark suit and sun glasses, 
he felt like a millionaire and tried to catch the eye of a few young ladies, while his wife looked 
angrily at the situation; 

 There was at least 80 people at A’s funeral, but over 200 messages of condolences, as most of 
his business colleagues could not make the funeral, having deadlines and targets to achieve; 
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 Afterwards, A’s Wife and children had many arguments about who gets which of the assets and 
this ended up in them not talking to each other again.  “A” thus left a negative legacy on earth 
and did not even know it; 

 Many was wondering if “A” went straight to Heaven?; and 

 “A” was soon forgotten at work (and earth) and replaced with another resource. 
 

 When “B” died, his family was driven to the funeral in a van and sat close together hugging and 
holding each other; 

 His wife, son and daughter felt so proud about what their father had accomplished, that they 
were all motivated to follow in his footsteps; 

 There were not enough space in church for all the people and since he made such huge 
differences to people’s lives, the messages of condolences just kept streaming in; 

 People came from afar, all those he positively impacted; 

 Since his Will was simple, there was nothing to fight or envy about; 

 Everybody knew that he would go straight to Heaven; 

 A memorial was built for “B”, so that he would be remembered for many years to come (he left 
a Positive Legacy); and lastly 

 “B” died before “A”, so “A” was at “B”’s funeral and saw all the people and the weeping and 
“A” felt proud about his brother he had been looking down on for most of their lives. “A” was 
wondering and hoping that he would get the same response at his funeral… 

 

 

3. CONCLUSION 
Yes, straight to the Conclusion. The message should be clear!   

Let me go back to the question in the Introduction above: “Where do you want to be rich?”. 

In the above story, “B” was perceived to be Poor, but in actual fact he was very “Rich”.  Very rich in 

terms of saving souls.  “A”’s priorities were wrong, because the “Joneses”, television, newspapers, 

magazines, friends, other media and general public “Blinded him”.  What do I mean with “Blinded him”?  

You see, the “Joneses”, television, newspapers, magazines, friends, other media and general public are so 

fixated on the word “Prosper” (a “swearword” to me), that almost everybody tend to only focus on this 

very very short term goal and miss the bigger picture! (most people are like a Honeysuckle focussing on 

one plant instead of an Eagle souring high in the clouds noticing that there is much more to life…).  The 

other reason why people like “A” often aim for Fame and Fortune is because of a low self-esteem and 

they then hide this behind a flashy car/house/cloths to create the impression that they are important and 

worth something. 

There are so many warnings in the Bible about materiality that I actually do not want to go into this here, 

but just a few relevant passages, curtesy of https://www.openbible.info/topics/material_things: 

https://www.openbible.info/topics/material_things
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 “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break 

in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and 

where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also”. 

Matthew 6:19-21  

“And he said to them, “Take care, and be on your guard against all covetousness, for one's life does not 

consist in the abundance of his possessions.” Luke 12:15  

“But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation, into a snare, into many senseless and harmful 

desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evils. It 

is through this craving that some have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many 

pangs”. 1 Timothy 6:9-10 

Ok, that is enough, but there are many others in case you still battling to get the message and below are a 

few more you can go read: 

Matthew 6:21, Ecclesiastes 5:10, Psalm 37:16-17, Hebrews 13:5, Matthew 6:24, Luke 3:14, 1 Timothy 

6:10, Matthew 21:12-13, Acts 8:20,  

Bottom line: Be careful of pursuing dead material objects/possessions/money and worshiping them, 

wanting to become Rich and show off your possessions (in fact, by doing this, you stir up something 

inside humans that should be kept supressed!  Sound cryptic? It is called Envy!  So by showing off, you 

bring out the bad in others near you, so you also responsible for that!).  Pursuing material objects is a 

short term goal, it is wrong if you start worshiping these things and if you doing it for only yourself and 

your family, you making no difference to this world.  You will become the poorer man in the long run, 

forever.  If you however on the other side feeling Poor currently, but working on a good cause, know that 

you will later be Rich, forever and in fact, you are the one achieving more than the other.  You would be 

making a bigger/better impact and actually leading a life of real success and obviously a life of 

significance. Do not let someone else who has many possessions and in a senior position or even someone 

that is clever and well-articulated, trick you in believing he/she = success!  If they focussed on 

themselves, they actually a failure and not living the correct purpose.  They have no significance and once 

they dead, they will soon be forgotten.   

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+6%3A19-21&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+12%3A15&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Timothy+6%3A9-10&version=ESV
http://www.biblestudytools.com/matthew/6-21.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/matthew/6-21.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=psalm+37:16-17
http://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=psalm+37:16-17
http://www.biblestudytools.com/matthew/6-24.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/matthew/6-24.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/1-timothy/6-10.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/1-timothy/6-10.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=matthew+21:12-13
http://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=matthew+21:12-13
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4. RECAP QUESTIONS: 
NO QUESTION YOUR ANSWER 

1 Complete the sentence: “Short Term Chaos”  “Long Term …. 

2 Write out Ecclesiastes 5:10  
 

3 How far do you think you will go or what will do for 
Money? 

 
 
 

 

5. RELATED ARTICLES: 
NO RELATED ARTICLES COMMENTS 

 To be completed later  

   

   

   

  


